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INTRODUCTION 

Volume I of the Egyptian Coffin Texts explains the history of the project, the basis on 
which the texts have been arranged, and the conventions adopted. For the user’s convenience 
we repeat here certain information of the last type. 

Figures with an asterisk (1*, 2*, etc.) in the blank column to the right of any text column 
refer to the notes. These have, as far as possible, been given on the same page. 

Dashes beside signs (j) mean that these signs were not seen by Dr. Gardiner or myself, 
but rest on some other authority—publication or manuscript copy. In the vast majority of 
cases the authority in question is the manuscript of M. Lacau. As most former copies or pub¬ 
lications do not preserve the arrangement of the originals, my arrangement of the signs in 
these parts is wholly arbitrary. 

The symbol J is employed to indicate that the signs or sentences separated thereby follow 
one another in the original without any break. 

Sometimes a simple line [ will be found. Such a line has no other intention than to guide the 
eye, for example, if a text starts near the bottom of a page, thus being far aw T ay from its desig¬ 
nation in the heading of the page. If such a line occurs between words or groups of words, 
these do not follow one another immediately in the original. 

The notes are very brief and have been confined to purely textual matters—corrections, 
erasures, and the like. Also, in the case of a complicated arrangement or disorder in the manu¬ 
script, they help the reader to visualize the original. 

This is also the purpose of the plans which have been given of manuscripts or parts of manu¬ 
scripts. These sketches are not drawn to scale and are only intended to give an idea of the real 
position and order of the lines. The plans given in this volume include details from the follow¬ 
ingcoffins: BIBo, B7C, and GIT on page 9; B2L on page 42; and G2T on pages 151 and 155. 

The letters on the left-hand side of the page or of each group of parallel texts are meant to 
facilitate the quoting of the texts, which should in the editors’ opinion be quoted by volume, 
page, and letter—for example, I 2 a, II 115 c, etc. 
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LIST OF SOURCES USED FOR THIS VOLUME 


Designation 1 

Description 

Provenience 

Present Location and No. 

A1C 

coffin of 

Aswan 

Cairo J 36418 

BlBo 

outer coffin of ^ ^ 

el-Barsha 

Boston 20.1822-27 

B2Bo 

inner coffin of i"l ^ ^ 

el-Barsha 

Boston 21.962-63 

B3Bo 

outer coffin of ^ (woman) 

el-Barsha 

Boston 21.964-65 

B4Bo 

inner coffin of If' ^ (woman) 

el-Barsha 

Boston 21.966-67 

B 6 B 0 

fragments of outer coffin of 

el-Barsha 

Boston 21.810-11 and 


(woman) 


969 

B1C 

coffin of ^ 

el-Barsha 

Cairo 28083 

B3C 

inner coffin of f^ 

el-Barsha 

Cairo 28085 

B4C 

outer coffin of IgT | 

el-Barsha 

Cairo 28086 

B5C 

coffin of jRtfH 

el-Barsha 

Cairo J 37566 

B 6 C 

coffin of “ f ^ 4 2 

el-Barsha 

Cairo 28094 

B7C 

coffin of “ =s= 

el-Barsha 

Cairo J 37567 

B9C 

inner coffin of 

el-Barsha 

Cairo 28091 

B17C 

inner coffin of | ^ !} 

el-Barsha 

Cairo 28087 

B1L 

inner coffin of ® ■£[ ® 

el-Barsha 

B.M. 38040 

B2L 

outer coffin of ffi -f \ ® 

el-Barsha 

B.M. 38039 

B3L 

inner coffin of $ 

el-Barsha 

B.M. 38042 

B4L 

outer coffin of § ^ 

el-Barsha 

B.M. 38041 

B 1 P 

outer coffin of 77) 

el-Barsha 

Louvre 


1 The letters used in the designations stand for the following, those in the first column giving provenience, those in the 
second column present location: 


A 

Aswan 

Be 

Berlin. Staatliche Museen 

B 

el-Barsha 

Bo 

Boston. Museum of Fine Arts 

BH 

Beni Hasan 

C 

Cairo. Musce des antiquities 

G 

Gebelein 

L 

London. British Museum 

L 

Lisht 

Li 

Lisht 

M 

Meir 

Ox 

Oxford. Ashmolean Museum 

S 

Siut (Asyut) 

P 

Paris. Louvre 

Sq 

Saqqarah (Sakkarah) 

Sq 

Saqqarah 

T 

Thebes 

T 

Turin. R. Museo di antiehitii 

Y 

Provenience unknown 

Til 

Tubingen. Universitat. Archaologisches 




Institut 



Y 

New Haven. Yale University 


This is the original name found in the texts. 
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xii 

LIST OF SOURCES USED FOR THIS VOLUME 

Designation 

Description 

Provenience 

Present Location and No. 

B2P 

inner coffin of Q 

el-Barsha 

Louvre 

B1Y 

coffin of 

el-Barsha 

New Haven 

BH2C 

outer coffin of ^ ^ Q 

Beni Hasan 

Cairo J 37564 b 

BH3C 

outer coffin of | tj 1} ^ 

Beni Hasan 

Cairo J 37563 

BHlOx 

outer coffin of *] (woman) 

Beni Hasan 

Oxford 

GIT 

inner coffin of t) 

Gebelein 

Turin 

G2T 

side of outer coffin of tj 

Gebelein 

Turin 3 

LI Li 

outer coffin of p P Hf ~ 

Lisht 

in situ if still existing 4 

M3C 

coffin ofPiy (woman) 

Meir 

Cairo J 42825 

M4C 

coffin of p "J q 

Meir 

Cairo J 42950 

M6C 

coffin of P J1 ^ 

Meir 

Cairo J 42827 

M14C 

part of coffin of ; 

Meir 

Cairo 28058 

M22C 

a board, name of owner unknown 

Meir 

Cairo J 42828 

M23C 

coffin, name of owner unknown 

Meir 

Cairo 28076 

M28C 

coffin of 4 ta 

Meir 

Cairo 28040 

M30C 

fragment of coffin, name of owner un¬ 
known 

Meir 

Cairo, without no. 

M31C 

fragment of coffin, name of owner un¬ 
known 

Meir 

Cairo, without no. 

M37C 

coffin of Pj1$ 

Meir 

Cairo 28041 6 * 8 

M38C 

part of coffin, name of owner unknown 

Meir 

Cairo 28047 6 

M41C 

part of coffin, name of owner unknown 

Meir 

Cairo 28050 6 

M48C 

part of coffin, name of owner unknown 

Meir 

Cairo 28059 6 

Pap.Berl 

papyrus of P ^ g $ 

Siut? 

Berlin Pap. 10482 

P.Gard.II 

a papyrus, name of owner unknown 

unknown 

B.M. 

P.Gard.III 

a papyrus, name of owner unknown 

unknown 

Chicago. Oriental In¬ 
stitute Museum 
14059-87 (gift of Dr. 
Alan H. Gardiner) 

SIC 

inner coffin of 1 ^ 

Siut 

Cairo 28118 

S2C 

outer coffin of ^ 

Siut 

Cairo 28119 


3 Photographs only; the original has perished. 

* Published in J. E. Gautier and G. Jequier, Memoire sur les fouilles de Licht (“M&noires de l’Institut frangais d’arch£o- 
logie orientale du Caire” VI [Le Cairo, 1902]) Pis. XVI-XXI. 

6 The original was not to be found. A photograph of the inside of the back is reproduced in P. Lacau, Sarcophages 

anlerieurs au Nouvel Empire (Le Caire, 1903-C) PI. XVII. 

8 Published in Lacau, op. cit. The original was not to be found. 
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LIST OF SOURCES USED FOR THIS VOLUME xiii 


Designation 

Description 

Provenience 

Present Location and No. 

S3C 

coffin of 

Siut 

Cairo J 36444 

S9C 

coffin of 

Siut 

Cairo J 44979 

S10C 

coffin of j§ 7 

Siut 

Cairo J 44980 

S14C 

coffin oil'Ei (woman) 

Siut 

Cairo J 44981 

SlChass 

part of coffin of (] 

Siut 

unknown 8 

SIP 

outer coffin of ^ 1) 

Siut 

Louvre 9 

S2P 

inner coffin of ^ (j 

Siut 

Louvre 

S3P 

coffin of (woman) 

Siut 

Louvre 

SlTu 

coffin of 1} J> 1}!) 

Siut 

Tubingen, without no. 

SqlC 

coffin of ^ ^ ^ (woman) 

Saqqarah 

Cairo 28034 

Sq4C 

coffin of Jt o ^ 

Saqqarah 

Cairo J 39052 

Sq6C 

outer coffin of U i ~~ 

Saqqarah 

Cairo J 39054 

Sq3Sq 

coffin of P 4 ZI ^ 

Saqqarah 

Saqqarah, in a store¬ 
room 11 

TIBe 

coffin of 

Thebes 

Berlin 

T3C 

coffin ofSH^s? (woman) 

Thebes 

Cairo J 47355 

TIL 

coffin of ()>0jyi J 

Thebes 

B.M. 6654 

YlC 

a board, name of owner unknown 

unknown 

Cairo J 45237 


7 This is the original name found in the texts. 

8 Published in E. Chassinat and Ch. Palanque, line campagne de fouilles dans la necropole d’Assiout (“M&moires de 
1’Institut frangais d’archeologie orientate du Caire” XXIV [Le Caire, 1911]) pp. 35-46. The original was not to be found. 

9 The back was not to be found; a photograph of this part is reproduced in Chassinat and Palanque, op. cit. PI. XIX. 

10 This is the name found in the texts. 

11 Published by Gunn in C. M. Firth and B. Gunn, Excavations at Saqqara. Teti Pyramid Cemeteries (Le Caire, 1926) 
I 246-53. I have not seen the original, but Gunn lent me his original copy in vertical lines, which gives the signs in their 
exact positions etc. 
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LIST CORRELATING COFFIN TEXTS HERE PUBLISHED WITH 
MORTUARY TEXTS FOUND ELSEWHERE 1 


Spell 

Parallel 

Spell 

Parallel 

84-87 

BD 149 X 

153 

BD 3 

901 


154 

BD 115 

93/ 

BD (Lepsius) 65 

156 

BD 114 

97 

first part of BD 8; cf. 

157 

BD 112 


beginning of BD 92 

158 

BD 113 

112-13 

BD 28 

159 

BD 109 

151 

BD 67 

160 

BD 108 and 149 IV 

152 

BD 2 

161 

BD 149 II 


LIST CORRELATING EDITIONS OF THE COFFIN TEXTS 


Spell 

Lacau, TR' 1 

Spell 

Lacau, TR 

Spell 

Lacau, TR 

75 (end) 

84 

115-17 

64 

130 

70-71 

84 

46 

118 

65 

131-35 

72 

105 

59 

119 

66 

146 

2 

107 

60-61 

120-23 ) 

67 

147 

16 

111 

62 

125 / 

148 

17-18 

114 

63 

126-28 

68 

149 (last part) 

83 



129 

69 




1 BD = Book of the Dead, texts given in Das aegyptische Todtenbuch der XVIII. bis XX. Dynastie .... hrsg. von 
Edouard Naville (3 vols.; Berlin, 1886). BD (Lepsius) = same, text given in Das Todtenbuch der Agypter nach dem hiero- 
glyphischen Papyrus in Turin .... hrsg. von Dr. R. Lepsius (Leipzig, 1842). 

2 Pierre Laeau, “Textes religieux,” in Recueil de travaux relatifs & la philologie el h Varchiologie igyptiennes et assyriennes 
XXVI-XXXVII (1904-15), partially reprinted as Textes religieux tgyptiens I (Paris, 1910). 
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